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Description

Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery (OMFS) is a specialized
branch of dentistry that focuses on the diagnosis and
surgical treatment of various conditions affecting the
oral cavity, jaw, face, and skull. Oral and maxillofacial
surgeons are highly trained dental professionals who
perform a wide range of surgical procedures to ad-
dress both functional and aesthetic concerns. This
article discusses about the scope of oral and maxil-
lofacial surgery, examining the procedures involved,
common indications, and the multidisciplinary na-
ture of this field.

Scope of oral and maxillofacial surgery

Tooth extractions and wisdom teeth removal: Oral
surgeons commonly perform tooth extractions, in-
cluding the removal of impacted wisdom teeth. Wis-
dom teeth extraction is often necessary to prevent
impaction, infection, and other complications.

Orthognathic surgery: Orthognathic surgery in-
volves the correction of jaw and facial deformities to
enhance both aesthetics and functionality. This may
include procedures to reposition the upper and lower
jaws for improved bite and facial balance.

Dental implant surgery: Oral surgeons play a piv-
otal role in dental implant surgery, where artificial
tooth roots are surgically placed into the jawbone to
support dental prosthetics such as crowns, bridges,
or dentures.

Treatment of facial trauma: Oral and maxillofacial
surgeons are often involved in the treatment of facial
injuries resulting from accidents, falls, or sports-re-
lated incidents. This may include repairing fractured
jaws, facial bones, and soft tissues.

Treatment of oral pathologies: Oral surgeons di-
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agnose and treat various oral pathologies, including
cysts, tumors, and infections. Surgical intervention
may be required to remove pathological lesions and
restore oral health.

Temporo Mandibular Joint (TM]) disorders: Con-
ditions affecting the temporomandibular joint can
lead to pain, dysfunction, and difficulty in jaw move-
ment. Oral surgeons may perform procedures to ad-
dress TM] disorders, including arthroscopy and joint
repositioning surgeries.

Cleft lip and palate repair: Oral and maxillofacial
surgeons collaborate with other specialists in the re-
pair of cleft lip and palate, congenital conditions that
affect facial development. Surgical interventions help
restore normal structure and function.

Facial cosmetic surgery: Oral and maxillofacial
surgeons are involved in facial cosmetic procedures,
such as rhinoplasty, genioplasty, and facial rejuvena-
tion surgeries. These procedures aim to enhance fa-
cial aesthetics and balance.

Common indications for oral and maxillofacial
surgery

Dental and facial trauma: Oral and maxillofacial
surgeons play a crucial role in the emergency treat-
ment of dental and facial injuries resulting from acci-
dents, falls, or sports-related incidents.

Dentoalveolar surgery: Tooth extractions, especially
for impacted wisdom teeth, are common indications
for oral and maxillofacial surgery. Extraction may be
necessary to prevent complications such as infection
or impaction.

Orthognathic deformities: Patients with misaligned
jaws or facial deformities may undergo orthognathic
surgery to correct functional issues and improve fa-

Contact: Preeti Shyli, E-mail: Spreeti_996@gmail.com

Copyright: © 2023 The Authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution NonCommercial ShareAlike 4.0

(https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/).



Preeti Shyli

cial aesthetics.

TM] disorders: Individuals experiencing chronic jaw
pain, difficulty in opening or closing the mouth, or
clicking sounds in the jaw may be candidates for surgi-
cal interventions to address temporomandibular joint
disorders.

Facial reconstruction: Surgical reconstruction may be

required after the removal of tumors or following trau-
matic injuries to restore facial aesthetics and function.

Multidisciplinary nature of oral and maxillofa-
cial surgery

Oral and maxillofacial surgery often involves collabo-
ration with various medical and dental specialties to
provide comprehensive care. This multidisciplinary

approach may include working with orthodontists,
prosthodontists, otolaryngologists, plastic surgeons,
and other healthcare professionals to address complex
cases.

Oral and maxillofacial surgery is a dynamic and essen-
tial specialty within dentistry that addresses a wide
range of oral and facial conditions. The diverse scope of
procedures, from routine tooth extractions to complex
orthognathic surgeries, underscores the expertise re-
quired of oral and maxillofacial surgeons. With a focus
on both functional and aesthetic outcomes, these pro-
fessionals contribute significantly to the overall health
and well-being of individuals facing oral and maxillofa-
cial challenges.
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